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Bienestar Receives Grant from Meyer Memorial Trust
_____________________________________________________________________
     Bienestar, a nonprofit based in Hillsboro, has received a grant of $100,000 from Meyer Memorial Trust for general operating support.  “We are so grateful to receive this award from Meyer Memorial Trust,”  says Executive Director Karen Shawcross, “that will help us move toward our mission of building housing, hope and futures for the well-being of working families.”  The grant was made by Meyer as part of their Responsive Grants program awards announced this month, and is intended to support services for low-income working residents in Bienestar’s housing developments.
     Bienestar is a nonprofit community development corporation based in Hillsboro providing affordable housing and resident services for 458 families in Aloha, Cornelius, Forest Grove, Hillsboro and Scappoose.  Resident services programs offered onsite for Bienestar’s adult residents include, GED, English language, computer and financial literacy classes; community gardens, a matched savings program, a microenterprise program, free income tax preparation, Job Club, food support, and mental health counseling services.  Children who live at Bienestar properties are offered Homework Clubs, Science Clubs, Summer Lunches, art and music programs, Summer Reading Safari, Explorador Nature Camp, Basketball Club, Girl Scouts, holiday parties, Zoo to You and more.

  For 28 years Bienestar (formerly Housing Development Corporation) relied primarily on fees generated by developing new construction or rehabbing multifamily properties.  With the collapse of tax credit and bond markets, the organization has had to raise funds from foundations, corporations and individuals to bring these educational programs to farmworker and working poor families.  Their Promotores program provides 15 resident peer leaders with special training and then they make home visits providing their neighbors with information, referrals and resources.

  “This generous grant from Meyer gives us breathing room to continue to bring critical services to our residents at a time when they need them more than ever, while we wait for economic conditions to improve and allow us to get back into development of more affordable housing in Washington County,”  adds Shawcross.
    Meyer Memorial Trust was created by the late Fred G. Meyer, who built the chain of retail stores bearing his name throughout the Pacific Northwest.  When Mr. Meyer died in 1978, at the age of 92, his will established the Trust, which began operating in 1982.  Meyer Memorial Trust is a private, independent foundation representing Mr. Meyer’s personal philanthropy.  The Meyer Trust is not connected in any way with Fred Meyer Inc., the retail enterprise.

   Doug Stamm, CEO of Meyer Memorial Trust says of the award:  "Our Trustees were impressed with Bienestar's delivery of culturally competent services to its residents, especially through the Promotores program.  Such services are vital and critically needed during these difficult economic times."

Visit www.bienestar-or.org for more information.

For more information, contact Karen Shawcross at Bienestar at 503.693.2937, Ext. 104 or kshawcross@hdcnwo.org or Kim Thomas at Meyer Memorial Trust, 503.228.5512 or kthomas@mmt.org.
