
Homework Club Reedville Outcome Report

Term 2, 2008-2009 School Year

Background

Homework Club Reedville began its first school year on October 23, 2008.  The club 
has been held Mondays and Thursdays from 3:45-5:15 PM every week since, with a month 
long break over the holidays.  The club is available to all resident youth enrolled in 
grades 1-6.  The club has been staffed by program services manager Gracie Garcia, 
program coordinator Jorge Tello and youth program coordinator Alex Chester.  In 
addition, a partnership was established with Catlin Gabel School courtesy of Mark 
Lawton and Roberto Villa.  This allowed a large cohort of high school volunteers to 
help twice a week.  Starting last winter, a Pacific University work-study student has 
also been assisting.  27 students initially enrolled.  We have 22 on the roster as of 
April 28, 2009, and we had 22 on the roster at the conclusion of the Hillsboro School 
District’s last grading term.  Snacks are provided for the students every session due to 
our partnership with the Oregon Food Bank.

We focus on ensuring the children complete their weekly assignments.  We also make a 
concerted effort to help the kids comprehend what they are being asked to do. 
Students begin homework after finishing their snacks for which we allow 15 minutes. 
Bienestar staff circulates the room, assisting children who have questions and 
checking their work for accuracy.  The kids work at tables according to grade level, 
and one or two Catlin Gabel students sit with each grade level.  If students do not 
bring homework, they are instructed to do a worksheet packet.  If a student finishes 
their homework or worksheet packet within 45 minutes they read a book quietly or out 
loud to staff.  After 45 minutes, if the student has finished their homework, they are 
allowed to play an array of educational games that are provided.  Four students at a 
time are also chosen to use the computer lab to play educational computer games.  The 
computer lab is also open to students who have research related homework.

Outcome

Attendance:

27 students were enrolled for the first grading term last fall. 19 enrolled for the 
second term.  22 are now enrolled for the third term.  The year-long attendance rate 
will be calculated at the conclusion of this term in June.

Grades: (see analysis on website for specific results)



The children submit their report cards at the conclusion of every term.  We analyze 
them and check for improvement in individual subjects, overall GPA and homework 
grades.  We collected report cards from 19 of 22 children who were enrolled last 
term.  Three students lost their report cards and are obtaining copies from their 
school.  We used the first term of this school year as the base to measure student 
performance.   As mentioned, improvement is monitored in individual subjects.  We use 
“net improvement” to determine this in our analysis.  For example, if a student improved 
in 2 subjects but declined in 1, they would have a (+1) score under net improvement. 
14 students recorded a positive score with two students scoring a high of (+8).  2 
scored a (0), and 3 slightly declined, but one of the three had missed over a month of 
classes and two months of homework club due to illness.  One of the two students who 
had a (0) score still improved her GPA as she was given high marks in classes she hadn’t 
been previously graded in.

The improvement in student GPAs was most astounding.  15 students increased their GPAs 
with one student improving a high of over seven percentage points.  Four students’ GPA’s 
slightly declined.  Two students’ declined because their grades declined from the first 
term to the second, but one was the child who was out of school for almost two 
months due to illness.  Two students’ GPAs declined due to receiving low grades in 
classes they weren’t previously graded in.  In classes they had been previously graded 
in, they either improved their grades or received the same grades from the previous 
term.  The class average GPA improved over 2 percentage points.  Lastly, the children’s 
homework grades were also analyzed.  The Hillsboro School District grades the 
children on their homework performance.  3 grades are given: “Always Consistent,” 
“Usually Consistent,” and “Inconsistent.”  74% of the children achieved “Always 
Consistent” this term compared to 58% last term.  Last term we had 5 “Usually 
Consistent” and 3 “Inconsistent” students.  This term, we saw improvement as we had 
only 3 “Usually Consistent” and 2 “Inconsistent” students.

The partnership with Catlin Gabel High School has been extraordinary.  Our children 
have formed bonds of friendship with wonderful role models they would otherwise 
never have met.  They are able to provide individual attention and assistance to the 
children that have resulted in these impressive gains in school performance.


